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Correspondence from Germany
(From Mathias Hanschko)
---------Post 107 near Spremberg, April 1, 1912
Worthy Volksblatt Readers in far away Texas!
Yesterday, Sunday, Mr Matheus
Schurmann came to visit me at my quarters at
143.8 km on the railway line and, in spirit, we
dwelled with the king and queen of the Wends
in Giddings. Mr. Schurmann now lives in
Weisswasser on Roon Street where he has
acquired a number of building sites. The
mentioned gentleman looks well and fit and is
able to walk considerable distances; the
German climate suits him well and he told me
that he also receives the “Giddings Deutsches
Volksblatt” and the “Giddings News”.
The innkeeper Karl Ungetuem from
Ruppertsgruen near Werben was found dead
by his son on the afternoon of March 28th in
the basement of the inn. His body was wedged
between some barrels covered with sheets and
soil. It is assumed that Ungetuem was
murdered during a robbery.
A major fire at the cloth factory of
Wilhelm Schwelasch on Wilhelm Street
caused much excitement in Spremberg in late
afternoon on March 23. The factory is 50 years
old and the flimsy construction methods of the
time along with oil-soaked timbers and
flooring offered rich fuel to the greedy
elements. It was an eerie-beautiful sight that
was presented by the towering flames exiting
from the windows and the roof. The fire
progressed from one level to the next and from
window to window and even the annexed
offices and cloth storage area on the south side
were completely burned down. Only the old
barn at the corner of Gerber Street, which was
used to store raw materials, was spared from
the inferno. Smoking rubble and bare walls
now identify the location where the cloth
industry still maintained a foothold in an
enterprise diminished by past major fires. A
significant number of workers have lost their
means of livelihood by this fire and we wish
that these unemployed, in the interest of the
city of Spremberg, will, as soon as possible,
find shelter in other factories. The damage
caused is estimated at around 500,000 Mark.
The boiler house of S. E. Petrich
burned down on March 29 so that its
employees were involuntarily furloughed for
two weeks.
The wife of Walter Littman committed
suicide by drowning in the Hamer River.
And now in closing, hearty greetings
to all readers and the entire Volksblatt family
from your
Matheus Hantschko
Translated by John Buerfeind
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